Summer Reading Activity- Advanced World Literature
Things Fall Apart
Chinua Achebe

Background
The novel is loosely based on events that took place in the time of Achebe’s grandfather, Okonkwo, on whom the central character in the novel is based. Its three parts describe:
· The life of the Ibo people before the arrival of white people: 13 short, largely self-
contained chapters, illustrating various aspects of the way of life of the Ibo people in a culture of tradition but also of questioning those traditions.
· Okonkwo’s seven years of exile and the arrival of the colonial culture of missionaries, bureaucracy and white officialdom; the effects of that arrival, including the conversion of Okonkwo’s son Nwoye and his subsequent alienation from his father.
· How the white people’s law, education, power and economics strangle and destroy the whole Ibo culture as described in the first section; Okonkwo’s return to Umuofia after his exile and his tragic end.
This is the essential novel about the colonization of Africa, written from the point of view of the indigenous African. It has been translated into over forty languages and is as widely read and admired today as when it was first published in 1958.
**Questions for the summer reading can be directed to Mrs. McRobbie via e-mail**
leslie_mcrobbie@solancosd.org

Double Entry Journal Instructions:

Once you are finished reading, complete the following 15 journal entries.  Your entries should not focus on one section of the book, but spread throughout the book.  All entries should be typed.
Grades are based on providing the information requested, following directions, and the thoughtfulness of the commentary/analysis provided in complete sentences.
There are examples listed for each type of journal.  Use them to help you write your own, but do not choose the exact same instances or characters to journal about.

5 Entries- Summarizing, Observing, and Questioning of Tribal Life

· Give a page number for reference and summarize an aspect of tribal life in the left column.

· Note observations and ask questions in the right column.  
	Summary/ Quotations
	Observations and Questions

	EXAMPLE:  “Okonkwo’s prosperity was visible in his household.  He had a large compound enclosed by a thick wall of red earth…” pg. 14
	EXAMPLE:  This entire paragraph provides  good description of what a prosperous man of the Ibo people would have.  Okonkwo has 3 wives, each with their own hut, eight children, goats, hens, and a “medicine house”.  His compound is large and spread out.  Also, yams in some way indicate prosperity.  

This passage also talks about the ancestral worship, which takes place in the medicine house.  There is not much information on the way they worship their ancestral spirits or personal gods.  In fact, I’m not quite sure what a “personal god” is, but they are worshipped with sacrifices and prayers. 


5 Entries- Summarizing, Observing, and Questioning of the Destruction of Culture
· Give a page number for reference and summarize an aspect of the culture that is being destroyed in the left column.

· Note observations and ask questions in the right column.  
	Summary/ Quotations
	Observations and Questions

	EXAMPLE:  “I forgot to tell you another thing which the Oracle said.  It said that the other white men were on their way.  They were locusts, it said, and the first man was a messenger sent to explore the terrain.  And so they killed him.” (pg. 138)
	EXAMPLE:  This story tells of how the Abame people killed a “white man” on an “iron horse.”  Afterward almost the entire tribe was slaughtered in the marketplace by the white men.  The comparison of the white man to the locusts is interesting.  Earlier in the novel when the locusts first came, the tribe rejoiced because although they were destructive, the locusts would be new food.  But here there is no rejoicing; the white man only signifies destruction.  This tale seems almost unimportant to those in the tribe, but it shows what will happen when the white man comes.  The white man will not care about the superstitions of the tribe and will not try to understand them.  They will only see them as dangerous and kill them without asking questions.  


5 Entries– Character Analysis
· Choose the five main characters in the novel.

· Identify evidence about the character (words, actions, reactions).  Quote from the text and include page number in the left column.

· Based on the evidence, make an inference about the character in the right column.

· Write commentary that explains how and/or why the evidence leads to or supports the inferences  

Character - ___Unoka____________
	Evidence
	Inference – Commentary

	EXAMPLE:  “He was tall, but very thin and had a slight stoop.  He wore a haggard and mournful look except when he was drinking and playing on his flute.”  Pg 4
	EXAMPLE:The way that Unoka is described does not make him seem like a very impressive or important man.  “Haggard” and “mournful” suggests that he is ultimately unhappy, and perhaps even an outcast.  It is interesting that he only thing that seems to lift his spirits is playing the flute and drinking.  This shows that he actually enjoys celebrating life.  Perhaps Unoka is so haggard the rest of the time because tribal life consists mainly of hard work and there are few times when they actually get to celebrate.  


Journal Rubric – Tribal life
	Grade
	Description

	23-25 (A)
	Journal entries for the book are complete (5 or more entries). Journal entries are thorough, insightful and thought provoking, reflecting careful reading and appropriate selection of text examples. Comments, observations and questions relate directly to the text examples selected and provide additional insight, inference or deeper meaning in the text, including some personal reflection on tribal life in Umuofia. Journals are neat and labeled according to directions. 

	20-22 (B)
	Journal entries for the book are complete (5 entries). Journal entries are for the most part insightful and thought provoking, reflecting careful reading and appropriate selection of text examples. Comments, observations and questions for the most part relate to tribal life in Umuofia and provide some additional insight, inference or deeper meaning in the text but may not do so in a balanced manner. Journals are generally neat and organized according to the directions.

	18-19 (C)
	Journal entries are adequate (4 entries). Journal entries are somewhat insightful; reflecting a general reading comprehension. Comments, observations and questions for the most part relate to tribal life in Umuofia and provide some additional insight, inference or deeper meaning in the text; however, some entries are superficial and/or simple paraphrases of the materials. Journals are fairly neat and organized according to the directions.

	15 – 17 (D)
	Journal entries may not be complete (3 entries) Journal entries reflect only a general reading comprehension. Comments, observations and questions may not relate to the examples selected from the text. Entries are mostly superficial and/or simple paraphrases of the material. Entries may include too much personal reaction and not enough insight about tribal life in Umuofia. Journals may or may not be neat and organized according to the directions.

	1 – 14 (F)
	There is an inadequate amount of journal entries (less than 3).  Entries are superficial and /or summaries of events.  Entries are brief and written sloppily, without much care to format.  

	0 (Incomplete)
	No entries submitted


Journal Rubric – Destruction of Culture
	Grade
	Description

	23-25 (A)
	Journal entries for the book are complete (5 or more entries). Journal entries are thorough, insightful and thought provoking, reflecting careful reading and appropriate selection of text examples. Comments, observations and questions relate directly to the text examples selected and provide additional insight, inference or deeper meaning in the text, including some personal reflection on the destruction of the tribe’s culture. Journals are neat and labeled according to directions. 

	20-22 (B)
	Journal entries for the book are complete (5 entries). Journal entries are for the most part insightful and thought provoking, reflecting careful reading and appropriate selection of text examples. Comments, observations and questions for the most part relate to the destruction of the tribe’s culture and provide some additional insight, inference or deeper meaning in the text but may not do so in a balanced manner. Journals are generally neat and organized according to the directions.

	18-19 (C)
	Journal entries are adequate (4 entries). Journal entries are somewhat insightful; reflecting a general reading comprehension. Comments, observations and questions for the most part relate to the destruction of the tribe’s culture and provide some additional insight, inference or deeper meaning in the text; however, some entries are superficial and/or simple paraphrases of the materials. Journals are fairly neat and organized according to the directions.

	15 – 17 (D)
	Journal entries may not be complete (3 entries) Journal entries reflect only a general reading comprehension. Comments, observations and questions may not relate to the examples selected from the text. Entries are mostly superficial and/or simple paraphrases of the material. Entries may include too much personal reaction and not enough insight the destruction of the tribe’s culture. Journals may or may not be neat and organized according to the directions.

	1 – 14 (F)
	There is an inadequate amount of journal entries (less than 3.  Entries are superficial and /or summaries of events.  Entries are brief and written sloppily, without much care to format.  

	0 (Incomplete)
	No entries submitted


Journal Rubric – Character Analysis

	Grade
	Description

	23-25 (A)
	Journal entries for the book are complete (5 or more entries). Journal entries are thorough, insightful and thought provoking, reflecting careful reading and appropriate selection of text examples. Comments, observations and questions relate directly to the text examples selected and provide additional insight, inference or deeper meaning in the text, including some personal reflection. Journals are neat and labeled according to directions. 

	20-22 (B)
	Journal entries for the book are complete (5 entries). Journal entries are for the most part insightful and thought provoking, reflecting careful reading and appropriate selection of text examples. Comments, observations and questions for the most part relate to the text examples selected and provide some additional insight, inference or deeper meaning in the text but may not do so in a balanced manner. Journals are generally neat and organized according to the directions.

	18-19 (C)
	Journal entries are adequate (4 entries)

Journal entries are somewhat insightful; reflecting a general reading comprehension. Comments, observations and questions for the most part relate to the text examples selected and provide some additional insight, inference or deeper meaning in the text; however, some entries are superficial and/or simple paraphrases of the materials. Journals are fairly neat and organized according to the directions.

	15 – 17 (D)
	Journal entries may not be complete (3 entries) Journal entries reflect only a general reading comprehension. Comments, observations and questions may not relate to the examples selected from the text. Entries are mostly superficial and/or simple paraphrases of the material. Entries may include too much personal reaction and not enough insight. Journals may or may not be neat and organized according to the directions.

	1 – 14 (F)
	There is an inadequate amount of journal entries (less than 3).  Entries are superficial and /or summaries of events.  Entries are brief and written sloppily, without much care to format.  

	0 (Incomplete)
	No entries submitted


Total Points ________/75                    %

