Summer Reading Activity- Academic World Literature
Farewell to Manzanar
Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston and James D. Houston
Background
Jeanne Wakatsuki was seven years old in 1942 when her family was uprooted from their home and sent to live at Manzanar internment camp--with 10,000 other Japanese Americans. Along with searchlight towers and armed guards, Manzanar ludicrously featured cheerleaders, Boy Scouts, sock hops, baton twirling lessons and a dance band called the Jive Bombers who would play any popular song except the nation's #1 hit: "Don't Fence Me In."

Farewell to Manzanar is the true story of one spirited Japanese-American family's attempt to survive the indignities of forced detention--and of a native-born American child who discovered what it was like to grow up behind barbed wire in the United States.  The book looks specifically into the three main ideas:  
· The consequences and pain brought on by racism.
· The impact internment can have on a family.
· The struggle that arises when a person feels torn between two cultures.
Important Japanese Words to know:

Inu  - meant dog or collaborator/informer; meant as an insult
Issei - First generation Japanese person; born in Japan

Nisei - second generation Japanese person; born before WWII

Sansei - third generation Japanese person; born in US after WWII

Mulatto – person whose parents are each of a different race

Kabuki – popular form of Japanese play

Samisen – a guitarlike Japanese musical instrument

Kendo – a Japanese form of fencing using weapons made of bamboo

Geisha – a Japanese woman trained as a professional singer or dancer
**Questions for the summer reading can be directed to Mrs. McRobbie via e-mail**
leslie_mcrobbie@solancosd.org

Double Entry Journal Instructions:

Once you are finished reading, complete the following 15 journal entries.  Your entries should not focus on one section of the book, but spread throughout the book.  You may used the provided chart to keep track of your journals.
Grades are based on providing the information requested, following directions, and the thoughtfulness of the commentary/analysis provided in complete sentences.
There are examples listed for each type of journal.  Use them to help you write your own, but do not choose the exact same instances or characters to journal about.


What should I include in my journal?

· Page numbers

· 3-5 sentence reflections

· Organized and easy to follow

· Must have quotes! (Not dialogue, just a section of text)

· Do not summarize in your response

· Reflections should include opinions, interesting points, questions, and connections to events and/or characters

· This reminds me of…

· I felt …. when I read….

· I think…

· I disagree/agree because…

· This is interesting because….

Example of Journal Entry
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Journal Sections
SECTION ONE - 5 Entries- Summarizing, Observing, and Questioning The Impact of Internment on the Wakatsuki Family
· Give a page number for reference and give a quote that shows the impact of internment on the Wakatsuki family in the left column.

· Note observations and ask questions in the right column.  
	Summary/ Quotations
	Observations and Questions

	EXAMPLE:  “This whispered charge, added to the shame of everything that had happened to him, was simply more than he could bear.  He did not yet have the strength to resist it.  He exiled himself, like a leper, and he drank” (pg 67).
	EXAMPLE:   This makes me feel badly for Papa.  He had been such a strong, proud man who went through a great ordeal in order to be reunited with his family.  The shame of being called an “inu” seems to destroy him in his camp and leads to his downfall.  Instead of being able to lead his family, he drinks.  I wonder why he never stood up for himself.


SECTION TWO - 5 Entries- Summarizing, Observing, and Questioning of Struggles with Cultural Identity
· Give a page number for reference and give a quote that shows a struggle any character has with his or her cultural identity.
· Note observations and ask questions in the right column.  
	Summary/ Quotations
	Observations and Questions

	EXAMPLE:  “In the barracks facing ours there lived an elegant woman who astounded me each time I saw her.  She and her husband both came from Japan, and her long aristocratic face was always a ghastly white.  In traditional fashion, she powdered it with rice flour every morning.  By old-country standards this made her more beautiful.  For a long time I thought she was diseased.” 
(pg 41).
	EXAMPLE:  This reminds me of the beginning of the Disney movie Mulan when they are trying to dress up Mulan to look like the perfect woman.  Here, both Jeanne and Mulan find this look to be impractical and absurd.  I don’t think Jeanne sees much use for this cultural practice and it seems gross to her.  She struggles to understand why women would do this.


SECTION THREE - 5 Entries– Character Analysis
· Choose the five main characters in the novel.

· Identify evidence about the character (words, actions, reactions).  Quote from the text and include page number in the left column.

· Based on the evidence, make an inference about the character in the right column.

· Write commentary that explains how and/or why the evidence leads to or supports the inferences  

Character - ___Papa____________
	Evidence
	Inference/ Commentary

	EXAMPLE:  “He had been a jack-of-all-trades.  When I was born he was farming near Inglewood.  Later, when he started fishing, we moved to Ocean Park, near Santa Monica…in a big frame house with a brick fireplace, a block from the beach.  We were the only Japanese family in the neighborhood.  Papa liked it that way.  He didn’t want to be labeled or grouped by anyone” (pg 10).
	EXAMPLE:  I was not sure what “jack-of-all-trades” meant.  Once I looked it up, I realized that it helped to describe Papa as a man who was capable of doing anything.  This passage shows that he is a fiercely independent man who is capable of many things.  This makes me think that he is some kind of hero – capable of anything.   
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Journal Rubric - Impact of Internment Camp on the Family 

	Grade
	Description

	23-25 (A)
	Journal entries for the book are complete (5 or more entries). Journal entries are thorough, insightful and thought provoking, reflecting careful reading and appropriate selection of text examples. Comments, observations and questions relate directly to the text examples selected and provide additional insight, inference or deeper meaning in the text, including some personal reflection on the impact of internment camp life on the Wakatsuki family. Journals are neat and labeled according to directions. 

	20-22 (B)
	Journal entries for the book are complete (5 entries). Journal entries are for the most part insightful and thought provoking, reflecting careful reading and appropriate selection of text examples. Comments, observations and questions for the most part relate to the impact of internment camp life on the Wakatsuki family and provide some additional insight, inference or deeper meaning in the text but may not do so in a balanced manner. Journals are generally neat and organized according to the directions.

	18-19 (C)
	Journal entries are adequate (4 entries). Journal entries are somewhat insightful; reflecting a general reading comprehension. Comments, observations and questions for the most part relate the impact of internment camp life on the Wakatsuki family and provide some additional insight, inference or deeper meaning in the text; however, some entries are superficial and/or simple paraphrases of the materials. Journals are fairly neat and organized according to the directions.

	15 – 17 (D)
	Journal entries may not be complete (3 entries) Journal entries reflect only a general reading comprehension. Comments, observations and questions may not relate to the examples selected from the text. Entries are mostly superficial and/or simple paraphrases of the material. Entries may include too much personal reaction and not enough insight about the impact of internment camp life on the Wakatsuki family. Journals may or may not be neat and organized according to the directions.

	1 – 14 (F)
	There is an inadequate amount of journal entries (less than 3).  Entries are superficial and /or summaries of events.  Entries are brief and written sloppily, without much care to format.  

	0 (Incomplete)
	No entries submitted


Journal Rubric – Struggles with Cultural Identity

	Grade
	Description

	23-25 (A)
	Journal entries for the book are complete (5 or more entries). Journal entries are thorough, insightful and thought provoking, reflecting careful reading and appropriate selection of text examples. Comments, observations and questions relate directly to the text examples selected and provide additional insight, inference or deeper meaning in the text, including some personal reflection on the characters’ struggles with their cultural identities. Journals are neat and labeled according to directions. 

	20-22 (B)
	Journal entries for the book are complete (5 entries). Journal entries are for the most part insightful and thought provoking, reflecting careful reading and appropriate selection of text examples. Comments, observations and questions for the most part relate to the characters’ struggles with their cultural identities and provide some additional insight, inference or deeper meaning in the text but may not do so in a balanced manner. Journals are generally neat and organized according to the directions.

	18-19 (C)
	Journal entries are adequate (4 entries). Journal entries are somewhat insightful; reflecting a general reading comprehension. Comments, observations and questions for the most part relate to the characters’ struggles with their cultural identities and provide some additional insight, inference or deeper meaning in the text; however, some entries are superficial and/or simple paraphrases of the materials. Journals are fairly neat and organized according to the directions.

	15 – 17 (D)
	Journal entries may not be complete (3 entries) Journal entries reflect only a general reading comprehension. Comments, observations and questions may not relate to the examples selected from the text. Entries are mostly superficial and/or simple paraphrases of the material. Entries may include too much personal reaction and not enough insight into the characters’ struggles with their cultural identities. Journals may or may not be neat and organized according to the directions.

	1 – 14 (F)
	There is an inadequate amount of journal entries (less than 3.  Entries are superficial and /or summaries of events.  Entries are brief and written sloppily, without much care to format.  

	0 (Incomplete)
	No entries submitted


Journal Rubric – Character Analysis

	Grade
	Description

	23-25 (A)
	Journal entries for the book are complete (5 or more entries). Journal entries are thorough, insightful and thought provoking, reflecting careful reading and appropriate selection of text examples. Comments, observations and questions relate directly to the text examples selected and provide additional insight, inference or deeper meaning in the text, including some personal reflection. Journals are neat and labeled according to directions. 

	20-22 (B)
	Journal entries for the book are complete (5 entries). Journal entries are for the most part insightful and thought provoking, reflecting careful reading and appropriate selection of text examples. Comments, observations and questions for the most part relate to the text examples selected and provide some additional insight, inference or deeper meaning in the text but may not do so in a balanced manner. Journals are generally neat and organized according to the directions.

	18-19 (C)
	Journal entries are adequate (4 entries)

Journal entries are somewhat insightful; reflecting a general reading comprehension. Comments, observations and questions for the most part relate to the text examples selected and provide some additional insight, inference or deeper meaning in the text; however, some entries are superficial and/or simple paraphrases of the materials. Journals are fairly neat and organized according to the directions.

	15 – 17 (D)
	Journal entries may not be complete (3 entries) Journal entries reflect only a general reading comprehension. Comments, observations and questions may not relate to the examples selected from the text. Entries are mostly superficial and/or simple paraphrases of the material. Entries may include too much personal reaction and not enough insight. Journals may or may not be neat and organized according to the directions.

	1 – 14 (F)
	There is an inadequate amount of journal entries (less than 3).  Entries are superficial and /or summaries of events.  Entries are brief and written sloppily, without much care to format.  

	0 (Incomplete)
	No entries submitted


Total Points ________/75                    %

